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Session 1 - Objectives

• Being aware of our plurilingual identity

• Raising learners’ and teachers’ awareness of the 
plurality of their linguistic and cultural experiences

• Developing positive attitudes towards linguistic and 
cultural diversity
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Getting to know each other: 
Plurilingual Repertoires

Please create a picture with the title „My

Languages and Me“: 

• Draw an empty silhouette

• Think of languages and dialects that you speak or any
languages that are important for you for some
specific reason

• Visualise your repertoire imagining that the different 
languages/dialects are located in different parts of
your body. Where would you place them and why? 
What colours would you choose and why? 

• Please explain this with a legend. 
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In breakoutrooms (5 persons): 

Please have a look at your portrayals, present them
to each other and discuss:

• What strikes at first sight?

• Are there similarities/differences between the
different portrayals?

• Why have you chosen the mentioned
languages, colours, places in your body, type of
exposure?

• What’s the purpose of this activity? Do you do 
any similar activities with your classes? What 
would children learn from it? 

Please choose a speaker in each group who will 
present the most important reflections quickly.

Sharing together
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Example 1
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Example 2
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Example 3
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Example 4
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(Umbina Choban – Hénallux - Namur – 2020)

In a multilingual and multicultural group

All pupils could make their competences / languages visible.

French (the language of schooling) was for all of them in the hands, because it was 
the language they used to communicate with each other.

Example 5
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Rollanda Kabashi

Example 6
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Rollanda Kabashi

Example 6
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Example 7
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Conclusion

• Linguistic and cultural diversity is normal.

• With our languages we associate emotions, experiences, 
memories and people.

• Our languages are linked closely to our (language) biography
and our identity.

• In many cases we have a „Herzenssprache“; 
often this is our first language. 

• The languages of the learners have to be taken into account: 
„If we ignore the languages of the learners, 
we ignore the kids themselves.“ (Jim Cummins)

12
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Reflective dimension of
language biographical work

Various topics can be reflected:
• Emotions related to languages and cultures: affective and cultural 

dimension of language(s)
• Values and variations in language(s) use 
• Identity formation
• Personal linguistic repertoire
• Analysis of interaction and communication in different linguistic

contexts (= process)
• Metalinguistical reflection and language learning strategies
• Role of language(s) in education: teacher’s language
• …

Goal: to work on oneself - positive 

attitudes towards plurilingualism
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Maledive project

• Including our students’ plurilingualism in the teaching of the 
language of schooling

• Profiles of learners in diverse contexts

• Activities for use in the classroom and for teacher reflection

• maledive.ecml.at

http://maledive.ecml.at/Home/tabid/3598/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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• PluriMobil Project

Multiple identities
https://plurimobil.ecml.at/

https://plurimobil.ecml.at/
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There is us / them – All that we share - Denmark
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD8tjhVO1Tc ()

Campaign against racism in Belgium

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_RNKlp25CA (Hicham)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkfMSMc438 (Sarah)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NDpb5NsrNI (Fatou)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvtIj71PsyE (Lazlo)

Multiple identities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD8tjhVO1Tc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_RNKlp25CA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpkfMSMc438
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NDpb5NsrNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zvtIj71PsyE
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Could you adapt this “technique” to your 
learners? How? Why?
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PluriMobil
Lesson plans about multiple identities (primary / lower

secondary / upper secondary / vocational / teacher training)

The visible, the less visible, the invisible

https://plurimobil.ecml.at/Home/tabid/3764/language/en-

GB/Default.aspx 

https://plurimobil.ecml.at/Home/tabid/3764/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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διάλειμμα για καφέ
Kaffitími

prestávka na kávu

Kaffepause

coffee break

սուրճի ընդմիջում

Kaffeepause

pause café

pauza de cafea


