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Session 5 - Objectives

• Learning environments where modern languages 
flourish

• Whole school approaches
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Learning environments where
modern languages flourish (EOL)

• Working on learning environments where modern
languages flourish implies that learning goals, teaching
practices and education policy converge. From this
perspective, the main requirements are to foster
plurilingual and intercultural education; to teach how
language is embedded in the cultural context of its use;
to share to what extent modern languages contribute to
general educational aims.

• www.ecml.at/learningenvironments

http://www.ecml.at/learningenvironments
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Learning environments where 
modern languages flourish

EOL presents holistic 
pathways for 
individual classes and 
for schools to set up 
learning 
environments which 
can release 
educational 
potential, for and 
through languages.

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Learningenvironmentswhereforeignlanguagesflourish/tabid/1865/Default.aspx
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MATRIX



This initiative is carried out within the framework of the Innovative Methodologies 
and Assessment in Language Learning cooperation agreement between
the European Centre for Modern Languages and the European Commission

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

ILLEY
Inspiring language learning 

in the early years 

Why it matters and what it looks like 
for children age 3-10

• Inspiring practices: lots of
example for age 3-6 years, age
6-9 years, age 9-12 years!

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-
Programme/Programme2016-
2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/Inspi
ringpractice/tabid/3062/language/en-
GB/Default.aspx

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Inspiringlanguagelearningintheearlyyears/Inspiringpractice/tabid/3062/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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PALINGUI
Different stages in the process of making early

language learning visible:

– Identify language learning and become aware of
young children’s existing linguistic potential 
(including all the languages they know);

– Understand language learning;

– Support language learning;

– Document language learning processes and
progress.
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PLURCUR

A whole school curriculum
represents the inclusion of all 
languages and their variants at a 
given school, i.e. not only the 
major language but also foreign
languages, heritage languages, 
minority languages, even
classical languages in a school
district.

www.ecml.at/plurcur

To go further:
Multilingualism Curriculum: 
Perceiving and Managing 
Linguistic Diversity in 
Education Hans-Jürgen Krumm, 

University of Vienna
Hans H. Reich, University of Koblenz-
Landau 
http://oesz.at/download/Attachments/C
M+English.pdf

http://www.ecml.at/plurcur
http://oesz.at/download/Attachments/CM+English.pdf
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Cooperation with parents

• Involving parents in plurilingual and intercultural
education

https://parents.ecml.at

• Treasure chest of resources for learners, parents
and teachers in times of Covid-19

https://www.ecml.at/Resources/TreasureChestofReso
urces/tabid/4397/language/en-GB/Default.aspx

https://parents.ecml.at/
https://www.ecml.at/Resources/TreasureChestofResources/tabid/4397/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Sacs d’histoires / story bags
A Swiss project

Video :www.ge.ch/enseignement_primaire/sacdhistoires

9

http://www.ge.ch/enseignement_primaire/sacdhistoires


This initiative is carried out within the framework of the Innovative Methodologies 
and Assessment in Language Learning cooperation agreement between
the European Centre for Modern Languages and the European Commission

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Story bags

Elisabeth Zurbriggen, DIP Genève

10

Des parents racontent ou lisent des 

histoires dans leur langue 

Parents reading books and telling stories in 
their own languages to school children

The story tree

When a parent reads a 

book to his child at home, 

in the language of 

schooling or another

language, the teacher

photocopies the book 

cover and places it on a 

tree.
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Identity Texts ...

…are “the products of students’ creative 
work or performances carried out within 
[the pedagogical space of the classroom]... 
insofar as students invest their identities 
in these texts (written, spoken, visual, 
musical, dramatic or combinations in 
multimodal form) that then hold a mirror 
up to students in which their identities are 
reflected back in a positive light. When 
students share identity text with multiple 
audiences... they are likely to receive 
positive feedback and affirmation of self 
in interaction with these audiences.. (p. 
60)”
Cummins, 2006; Cummins & Early, 2010 11
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App for creating identity texts: www.scibjab.com

See more: www.elodil.com

http://www.scibjab.com/
http://www.elodil.com/
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Family stories to learn to write
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Family stories to learn to write

Possibility for the parents to add something in 
their own language

Working in collaboration with the organisations 
from the communities

https://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/ehf/08-complet.pdf

Guide in French

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE5TByW_-jo – Video in French

https://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/ehf/08-complet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE5TByW_-jo
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Multilingual Literacies

«Literaturcafé»

• Are you familiar with this

concept?

• How could you use this

activity?

15
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A roadmap for schools to support the 

language(s) of schooling

www.ecml.at/roadmapforschools

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/Languagesofschooling/tabid/2994/Default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=63&v=mvyZazBTPyo&feature=emb_logo
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Visualising the 
languages 

of the learners 

Working with 
teachers‘ 

own attitudes

Knowing pluralistic
approaches

Being aware 
of myths and 

linguistic 
rights

Getting parents
on board

Taking learners‘ 
Resources into 

account

Knowing the importance of reflecting 
on one‘s own language repertoire

Existing projects: 
examples of  good practise

Knowing
Scaffold

strategies

Focusing on languages 
in all subjects

Knowing characteristics 
of academic language

Building our whole school approach
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Let’s think about a whole school approach
in the Slovak context!

Padlet – Upload a word document
Meet in groups and exchange together:
• Describe your own professional context and role: What does

already exist? What works well? (knowledge, experiences, 
concepts, projects, materials, structures for multilingual 
settings)

• What do you wish to achieve? To develop guidelines, school 
principles for a language friendly school, or to implement new 
concepts/ideas?  To choose a specific focus? 

• School team: role allocation among colleagues?  
• Do you need support? In what way? From whom?
• What will be your next step/s? 
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What would you like to change?

Adapted from Neus Lorenzo 

Students Teachers Principal Families Authorities

Group 
1

Group 
2

Group 3
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MALEDIVE: Reflective questions
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Good examples from
Switzerland and Austria

• SAMS project: 

• Sprachenausstellung zu 
Mehrsprachigkeit in der 
Schweiz

https://www.mehrsprachen.ch/

• VOXMI Network

• A voXmi school is a 
language-friendly school: 
– all languages are equal

– comprehensive language
education for learners.

https://www.voxmi.at/voxmi/english/

https://www.mehrsprachen.ch/
https://www.voxmi.at/voxmi/english/


This initiative is carried out within the framework of the Innovative Methodologies 
and Assessment in Language Learning cooperation agreement between
the European Centre for Modern Languages and the European Commission

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

Language friendly schools

https://languagefriendlyschool.org/#welcoming

The Language Friendly School is
an initiative of the Rutu 
Foundation for Intercultural 
Multilingual Education, a non-
profit organization based in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

https://languagefriendlyschool.org/#welcoming
http://www.rutufoundation.org/
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QUIMS (QUality In Multilingual Schools)

• Since 2008, local education authority Zürich, 
Switzerland

• „Support for urban schools with a high percentage of
socially disadvantaged and migrant pupils“ (Markus 
Truniger)

• Main objectives: good school performance, equal 
chances of school success, good social integration

• Read more: https://www.zh.ch/de/bildung/informationen-fuer-

schulen/informationen-volksschule/volksschule-schulinfo-
unterricht/volksschule-schulinfo-unterrichtsentwicklung/quims.html
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Main objectives and ideas



This initiative is carried out within the framework of the Innovative Methodologies 
and Assessment in Language Learning cooperation agreement between
the European Centre for Modern Languages and the European Commission

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

QUIMS, a whole school approach

Language promotion
• promotion of literacy
• assessment of language skills
• promotion of L1, for example, promotion of reading skills

Promotion of school success
• cooperative learning
• inclusion of parents
• assisted tasks
• holistic assessment
• differentiated learning support

Promotion of integration
• culture of acceptance
• participation of intercultural mediation persons
• establishment of parent‘s council
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Continuous language development
FörMig project in Germany

3 main points:
• Language support based on individual language diagnosis: 

selected tools,  language pofile, literacy development and 
language development of bilingual children

• Continuous language development within all-day educational 
offers and after school support (multilingual education)

• Language in professional training (labour market)

Structure:
• Local or regional language development planning (home and 

school): Partnership between kindergarten, primary school, local 
authority, educational authority, parents, after-school centre, 
library, psychological support, Internet platform and project 
coordinator 

• Professional development: monitoring, evaluation; guidelines, 
materials; external expertise; networking
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Continuous Language Development
in FörMig Model

• Language development as
cross-curricular task in all 
subjects

• Assignment for the whole
school

• Aimed at immigrant as
well as native children

• Consider advantage of
extra-curricular areas

• Cooperation with parents

• Transition between
educational institutions

• Connection between
languages
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Whole school FörMig concept: 
vertical and horizontal coherence

(Duarte, 2012)

Description of vertical junctions: 
• Transition phases in education biographies (between

kindergarten/primary school and primary school/secondary) 

Description of horizontal junctions: 
• Relations between languages, subjects and learning areas, 
• Between languages in and outside of school, and learning

situations in and outside of school,
• Between different  languages (first, second and foreign

languages). 

28
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obedná prestávka

Hádeginu

Frokostpause

lunch break

Mittagspause

Déjeuner

Almoço

almuerzo
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Next steps – Evaluation – Certificates – Farewell
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Debriefing

Please post in the chat:

• What do I take with me?

• What questions do I ask myself?
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Ďakujeme za Vašu pozornosť.
Tak for din opmærksomhed
Muito obrigado por sua atenção
þakka þér fyrir athygli þína
Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit
Thank you for your attention
Vă mulţumim pentru atenţie
Merci beaucoup pour votre attention

اهتمامكمعلىلكمشكرا
shukraan lakum ealaa aihtimamikum


